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Eunotia pierrefuseyi J.C.Taylor & Cocquyt, a replacement name for Eunotia fuseyi J.C.Taylor 
& Cocquyt, nom. illeg. (non Eunotia fuseyi Schoeman) (Eunotiaceae, Bacillariophyta) 
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Fusey (1964: 25, pl. 1: fig. 5) described “Eunotia papilio var. africana” Fusey from the Central 
African Republic but the designation is invalid as only a French description was provided; ICN Art. 
44.1 (Turland et al. 2012) required a Latin diagnosis or description from 1958-2011. Later, Fusey 
(1966) provided a Latin description based on the images and samples from Fusey (1964) together 
with some additional material (Fusey 1966, 61, pl. 1: figs 1-4). In both publications, however, 
Fusey did not indicate either a type slide or type material and the taxon was not representative of a 
single gathering (cf. ICN Art. 40.2) as it was noted in several samples (Fusey 1964, table 1). 
Accordingly, the designation is currently invalid. 
 
Taylor et al. (2016: 305, figs 11-14)) described Eunotia fuseyi Taylor & Cocquyt based upon 
material collected in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and placed “Eunotia papilio var. 
Africana” inval. in synonymy with Eunotia fuseyi J.C.Taylor & Cocquyt. At the time of publication 
Taylor et al. (2016) were not aware that Schoeman & Meaton (1982: 14) had proposed the name 
Eunotia fuseyi Schoeman for Eunotia minor Fusey, nom. illeg., a later homonym of Eunotia minor 
(Kützing) Grunow (in Van Heurck 1881: pl. 33, figs 20, 21).  
 
In order to determine the taxonomic status of E. fuseyi Schoeman the descriptions of E. minor 
Fusey were consulted. A French description of this taxon is given by Fusey (1964: 23, pl. 1: fig. 9). 
No type is directly mentioned in the description (material, slide or image). Later a Latin description 
was given by Fusey (1966: 61), and alongside the name a single figure was indicated as an 
illustration from Fusey 1964 (pl. 1: fig. 9). In the text of Fusey 1964, a table is presented showing 
E. minor Fusey occurring in only one sample (i.e., a ‘single gathering’ as prescribed in ICN Art. 
40.2). As required by ICN Art. 8.1, Fusey indicated a single published image, as indicated by ICN 
Art. 40.3 “... mention of a single specimen or gathering or illustration, even if that element is not 
explicitly designated as type, is acceptable as indication of the type of the name of a new species or 
infraspecific taxon”. Art. 40.6, requiring indication of the type with words such as “typus” or 
“holotypus” does not apply prior to 1990, and thus Eunotia fuseyi Schoeman is a valid replacement 
name. Thus, Eunotia fuseyi J.C.Taylor & Cocquyt (in Taylor et al. 2016) is a later homonym of E. 
fuseyi Schoeman, 1982, and thus illegitimate. A new name is therefore required for the former as 
follows. 
 
Eunotia pierrefuseyi J.C.Taylor & Cocquyt, nom. nov. 
Replaced synonym: Eunotia fuseyi J.C.Taylor & Cocquyt Plant Ecology and Evolution 149 (3): 
305, figs 11-14, 2016, nom illeg., priority for Eunotia fuseyi Schoeman in Schoeman & Meaton, 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) Special Report WAT 65: 14, 1982. 
Etymology: the specific epithet is derived from the name of Pierre Fusey who was “chef de Travaux 
au Laboratoire de Cryptogamie du Muséum national d’Histoire naturelle” in Paris. 
 
Registration: http://phycobank.org/101399 
 
We are grateful to Drs Bart Van de Vijver and Michael Guiry for helpful discussions. 
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